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Rockstar Makita Suzuki SX/MX Overview

The Rockstar Makita Suzuki Supercross/Motocross team had a great year in 2009. Ryan Dungey won the West Coast Lites Championship and the 250cc AMA Outdoor National Championship Series. Suzuki also picked up the 450cc AMA Outdoor National Championship Series title on the way to a dominating year for the Suzuki RM-Z line of motorcycles. 

In 2010, 5-time World Champion and Team Manager Roger DeCoster is ready for more. Rockstar Makita Suzuki has set its sights on the same three titles won in 2009, but is also looking to add the 450cc Supercross Championship. The new RM-Z450 has been refined to make an already great bike even better.  Razor-sharp handling and an amazing engine give Suzuki RM-Z450 riders the edge, and that will include Ryan Dungey.  Ryan is moving up to do battle in the premier class along with new teammate Matt Moss, both aboard RM-Z450s. 

In the Supercross Lites class the potent new RM-Z250 will be piloted by Austin Stroupe. The all-new 250 features fuel injection, a re-designed frame and great new suspension making the smaller RMZ one very serious racing machine. Austin meanwhile looks to continue where Ryan Dungey left off in 2009 and is motivated to bring home another couple of titles.  

Watch for the Rockstar Makita Suzuki team in 2010. They won’t be hard to find – they will be the guys on the top step of victory podiums all across the country. 

Matt Moss

“I’m doing everything I can to get ready for the Supercross season. I’m going to come in and do my best.” 

#712 Rockstar Makita Suzuki

AMA Supercross

AMA Motocross 

RM-Z450

Matt Moss was born June 1, 1988, in Sussex Inlet and now lives in N.S.W, Australia, and he likes to surf, ride BMX, and wake board in his spare time. 

Biography

Moss started riding at the age of three and racing at the age of four in Nowra (NSW), and since then has climbed toward the top level of the sport. Moss was a regular front-runner in New South Wales competition, finishing third in the 1995 State titles before taking the crown the following year. He added further state titles to his resume in 1997 and 1999, before tasting National success in 2000 in the 85cc ranks, cementing himself as a future star of the sport. Throughout his racing career, Moss attracted attention with solid results and a talent for racing. 

Racing Info

In the lead-up to his 2008 Pro Lites championship campaigns, Moss won the Stroke Supercross Summer Nationals and the Stadium Motocross Series aboard a Suzuki. 

In seven rounds, Moss recorded three wins and three seconds, enough to claim the championship at the penultimate round. Moss’ Australasian Supercross Championship resulted in an invitation to the 26th annual Dortmund Supercross. Moss had the pace to match it with the Europeans taking out the first race of the SX1 Class. A DNF in race two and ninth is race three resulted in fifth place overall. In 2009, Moss, one of the fastest stars of the Australian off-road racing scene, spearheaded Team Shift Motul Suzuki’s Pro Lites campaign and took the Australian Pro Lites Championship as well as the Australasian Pro Lites Championship.

Ryan Dungey

“I have a great team that works 100 percent. I can’t wait to get out there and race.”

#5 Rockstar Makita Suzuki

AMA Supercross 

AMA Motocross 

RM-Z450

Ryan Dungey was born on December 4, 1989. His hometown is Belle Plaine, Minnesota, although these days he lives in Tallahassee, Florida, so he can take advantage of good weather for testing and train with 15-time AMA Champion Ricky Carmichael.

Biography

Dungey initially got into racing because his dad, Troy, raced as an amateur and instilled his passion for the sport into his sons. His rise to the pro ranks in the summer of 2006 surprised some, but Ryan Dungey’s performance since turning pro has validated the decision to move him up. Dungey begins his fourth year with the Rockstar Makita Suzuki Factory Racing team in 2010. His outlook has moved from awe at the opportunity to expectations of championships. The 20-year-old racer from Minnesota has become one of the most talked about racers in both Supercross and Motocross competition. 

Racing Info

Dungey is considered by many in the motocross industry to be at the top of the next crop of talented riders, so it was no surprise that Ryan was named AMA Rookie of the Year for Supercross/Motocross in 2007. He went straight from the amateur ranks to the factory Suzuki rig. He is only the second rider from his home state of Minnesota to ever win a major AMA National Championship (the late Donny Schmidt is the other).

“The 2009 season was a great one for me,” said Dungey. “I had a great time.” Dungey was crowned AMA West Coast SX Lites Champion as well as AMA 250 Motocross Champion. Dungey also placed first in the MX1/Open class at the Motocross of Nations in Italy, and helped Team USA place first in the event. For 2010, Dungey will move up to race the Suzuki RM-Z450 in the AMA Supercross series, as well as the AMA Outdoor Nationals in the summer session.

Austin Stroupe

“I’m part of a great team with a great bike. I feel really good and I’m ready to go.”

#45 Rockstar Makita Suzuki

Supercross Lites East

AMA Motocross Lites 

RM-Z250

Austin Stroupe was born on December 19, 1990 and lives in Lincolnton, North Carolina. He likes to spend his free time playing golf or mountain biking on the local trails to keep him in race shape.

Biography

Stroupe is the proud owner of a stellar amateur track record, racking up over 30 amateur motocross national titles before turning pro, including four National Championships at Loretta Lynn’s. In 2006 he took a total of eleven amateur championships (including four championships at the Lake Whitney Spring National, four championships at the GNC Final, and two championships at the NMA World Mini GP in Las Vegas). In 2007 there was more of the same, including two more championships at the GNC Finals at Oak Hill, and another championship at the NMA World Mini GP. 

Racing Info

Stroupe raced in the AMA Supercross Lites West Region Series in 2008, earning a win at Houston, Texas, and took two additional podium finishes. He raced a limited AMA Motocross Lites Championship, but won the San Bernardino, California, race and earned a podium finish at the Wortham, Texas round. In 2009, Stroupe competed in the Supercross Lites East Series, finishing a very strong second overall. In 2010 he hopes to clinch the title in the series.

Roger DeCoster

Team Manager

Roger DeCoster is the embodiment of motocross racing, and he’s as good on the track as he is guiding Suzuki riders to a multitude of victories and championships. The five-time 500cc World Champion from Belgium defines motocross for the legions of fans and fellow racers who simply call him “The Man.”

Biography

The legend began when DeCoster won his first 500cc World Championship in 1971 on a Suzuki.  With his smooth riding style and the ability to analyze his competitors, DeCoster kept on winning.  He was the 500cc World Champion again 1972, 1973, 1975, and 1976. He also has 37 Grand Prix victories to his name, along with four Trans-AMA Championships in the U.S. Simply put, he is one of the greatest motocross racers of all time.

All of these spectacular achievements came while DeCoster was riding a Suzuki. In 1995, he started another championship venture with Suzuki as the team manager for the U.S. racing team. Since then, DeCoster and Suzuki have captured East and West Coast AMA 125cc Supercross Championships, AMA 125cc and 250cc Outdoor National Championships, AMA 250cc Supercross Championships, AMA 450cc Outdoor National Championships, and the FIM World Supercross Championship. To count up all the wins DeCoster’s name is attached to either as a racer or as a team manager, you’d need a calculator with a mighty strong “+” key.

His ability to win has transferred from on the racetrack to in the paddock, guiding racers to championships and wins every step of the way. DeCoster signed Ricky Carmichael to Suzuki, and together they took the 2005 World 250 Supercross GP Championship, the AMA 250 Supercross Championship, the AMA 250 Motocross Championship, the 2005 US. Open and led Team USA to victory in the prestigious Motocross of Nations. DeCoster and Suzuki more recently helped current Supercross star Ryan Dungey secure the 250 AMA Supercross and Motocross Championships as well as securing the win for the U.S. team at the 2009 Motocross of Nations. DeCoster has now led Team USA to four Motocross of Nations victories in a row.

Championship Winning Performance Ready For You Now
RM-Z450

Suzuki amazed the world with the first fuel-injected motocross race bike, and since then the RM-Z450 has been the benchmark for performance. With a trophy collection to prove it, the bike is a winner from the front suspension to the fuel-injected engine, from the radiator shrouds to the sprocket. Just when you think it can’t get any better, the RM-Z450 does just that. 

The updated 2010 RM-Z450 is ready to add to its winning legacy with engine upgrades that boost power and leave the competition in the dust. The engine is designed to pull from drop of the gate through the top of the rpm range, all while handling like a champ. The RM-Z450’s detailed frame and suspension modifications improve the bike’s steering response, and that quick, accurate steering makes for confidence-inspiring high-speed handling. Add it all together and you’ve got a winner of a motocross bike right off the showroom floor.

RM-Z250

Suzuki races to win, period. And, thanks to the hard work of Ryan Dungey in the U.S., the RM-Z250 is the AMA Supercross Lites West Coast and 250 Motocross Champion for 2009. But winning goes beyond the champagne. For the 2010 RM-Z250, Suzuki applied lessons learned on the track to turn up the speed, handling and confidence you’ll get racing every day, anywhere in the world.

Suzuki racing technology is everywhere you look: advanced Suzuki fuel injection is fitted for the first time on a four-stroke 250 cm3 Suzuki motocross machine. Further engine modifications boost peak power without giving up any of the low-end or midrange that has made the RM-Z250 the choice of top riders everywhere. Chassis updates improve handling with key suspension upgrades making the new RM-Z250 the perfect weapon for motocross racers worldwide. And there’s the eye-catching slim, aggressive styling that causes the RM-Z250 to stand out at any track.

Think of the 2010 RM-Z250 as the perfect racing package.

Team Support
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Race Schedule

2010 Monster Energy® AMA Supercross, and FIM World Championship Schedule

DATE 
VENUE 
LOCATION

January 9
Angel Stadium
Anaheim, Calif.

January 16
Chase Field
Phoenix

January 23
Angel Stadium
Anaheim, Calif.

January 30
AT&T Park
San Francisco

February 6
Qualcomm Stadium
San Diego

February 13
Angel Stadium
Anaheim, Calif.

February 20
Lucas Oil Stadium
Indianapolis

February 27
Georgia Dome
Atlanta

March 6
Daytona Int’l Speedway
Daytona, Fla.

March 13
Rogers Centre
Toronto, ON

March 20
Cowboy Stadium
Arlington, Texas

March 27
Jacksonville Municipal Stadium
Jacksonville

April 10
Reliant Stadium
Houston

April 17
Edward Jones Dome
St. Louis

April 24
Quest Field
Seattle

May 1
Rice-Eccles
Salt Lake City

May 8
Sam Boyd Stadium
Las Vegas

2010 Lucas Oil AMA Pro Motocross Championship schedule

DATE 
VENUE 
LOCATION

May 22
Hangtown Motocross Classic
Rancho Cordova, Calif. 

May 29 
Glen Helen Raceway
San Bernardino, Calif. 

June 5
Freestone Raceway
Wortham, Texas 

June 12
High Point Raceway
Mt. Morris, Pa. 

June 19
 Budds Creek Motocross
Mechanicsville, Md. 

June 26
Thunder Valley Motocross
Lakewood, Colo. 

July 3
RedBud
Buchanan, Mich. 

July 17
Spring Creek Motocross
Millville, Minn. 

July 24
Washougal Motocross
Washougal, Wash. 

Aug 14
Unadilla Valley Sports Center
New Berlin, N.Y. 

Aug 28
Moto-X 338
Southwick, Mass. 

Sept 4
Steel City Raceway
Delmont, Pa.

Team Gallery
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Team Image Usage

A gallery of photographs of the Rockstar Makita Suzuki Team riders is available for reproduction on the enclosed CD (for editorial use only). These high-res photos include headshots, bike shots and a variety of indoor and outdoor action shots. In addition to the images, there are several pdf pages with more detailed information on the riders and relevant team information.

